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Presidents Message – Jonathan Feinstein 
 
As the great Jewish poet, Robert Zimmerman a.k.a. Bob Dylan one sang, “The times They are a changing”.  

As we have all become custom to a new normal here in Bristol and throughout our ability to pray and worship 
in our temple has also changed. Through the advancement of technology, virtual Services have become a 
workable solution to not being able to congregate together. As discussed in this newsletter the changes in 
leadership at the temple of our spiritual leaders have been completed with the departure of Daniel Kertzner who 
admirably lead us and being replaced by Cantor Joel Gluck. We are fortunate to have such well respected and 
committed Individuals at UBS. I am sure that in the coming months we will be seeing more changes associated 
with both the lessening of restrictions for gatherings as well as the heightened awareness of precautions. At this 
time we will not be planning to hold any services at the temple until we feel that there is an abundance of safety 
afforded to all of our congregants. Our new investment in streaming technology as well as Zoom meetings will 
provide us a bridge during this time of new normal. Please be patient and we look forward to congregating 
together as soon as it is possible. 

Go back, and listen to Bob Dylan singing, “The times they are a changing”, as well as “God on our side”. His 
lyrics certainly are a remembrance to the time when our music reflected the social and environmental issues in 
our country. We truly could use some of this reflection in our ethos as our music was a great part of the identity 
of who we were as a country. 

Be well and stay safe!  

Daniel’s Final Message to Our Congregation (Daniel Kertzner, Religious Leader) 
 

Our tradition goes out of its way to mark significant distinctions in time and space, and 
with this column I mark the completion of my time as the spiritual leader of United Brothers 
Synagogue. Like the Havdalah ritual marks the distinction between Shabbat and the rest of the 
week, noticing transitions helps us all move forward, more open to the possibilities that lie 
ahead.  

It’s hard to believe that it was just about four years ago that I led my first service at 
UBS on a beautiful June evening. In the months and years following, you welcomed me and 
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opened your heart to me. And for this I am so grateful. From the moment I stepped into 205 High St., I was 
taken by its charm and sense of history and even more importantly with the people who bring UBS to life. From 
the beginning, the sense of community and welcome was palpable.  

The world has changed markedly during these four years, and we have witnessed that together. Who can 
forget our Shabbat service the week after the Pittsburgh shootings when our neighbors joined us to fill the 
sanctuary as if it were one of the High Holidays?  Four years ago we never would have thought about locking 
the doors to the synagogue during services let alone having services over something called Zoom.  We've shared 
births and deaths. Members have come and gone, the holidays have come early, they’ve come late. Through it 
all, we’ve sung and celebrated, and of course had lots of great food to eat!  

Serving as your spiritual leader has been one of the best things I’ve ever done. You have found a special 
place in my heart, and I will miss you. While I had hoped to stay for a long time, I misjudged my ability to 
continue to juggle working full-time, working part-time here, and going to school part-time. Instead of saying 
goodbye, I’d like to use the Hebrew word, L'hitraot, which means “see you later” or “see you around”. Yes, this 
form of our relationship is ending, but our connection is not. Thank you again and wishing you all health, safety 
and a bright future. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

While our congregation has not been physical able to be together, we continue to provide spiritual (and 
social!) opportunities. Below was one of our three May Shabbat services.  

 Join us on 7/10th for the next one! 

 

Our Annual meeting occurred via Zoom on May 28, 2020.  A quick annual meeting summary: 

The Elected Officers and Board members, with their term expiration date include: 
Officers 
President: Jonathan Feinstein  
Immediate Past President: Ellen 
Bensusan 
Vice President: Joan Fandel 
Treasurer: Steve Krohn 
Recording Secretary: Judy Menton  
Corresponding Secretary: Fern 
Rouleau 

Trustees (two-year term) 
Richard Abrams (2021) 
Debra Darkow (2021) 
Alex Freedman (2022) 
Larry Levinson (2022) 
Bob Rouleau (2021) 
Herb Sackett (2022) 

Ronnee Wasserman (2021) 
Julie Weinberg 92022) 
Rick Bensusan (2022) 
Michael Feldman (2022) 
Seena Franklin (2022) 
Barry Schrutt (2021) 
Andy Teitz (2022) 
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The Board agreed to explore streaming capability for the congregation when it is safe again to conduct small 
gatherings within the synagogue; this capability will also allow for participation when individuals are 
challenged by the stairs. 

Treasurer’s Report and Budget for 2020-2021 accepted. 

A By-Law committee recommended slight changes including who votes for various items needing 
decisions.  As well, Regents were eliminated and added to Trustees.  (name change) A vote to accept 
amended bylaws was approved by unanimous vote. 

There was a brief overview of the Recruitment Committee’s activities in the search for a new spiritual 
leader. (See the introduction from Cantor Joel Gluck, our new spiritual leader below!) Welcome Cantor 
Gluck. 

 
From the Cantor’s Desk: 

 
Shalom everyone.  I hope you are all faring well during these historic and most unusual 
of times.  My name is Cantor Joel Gluck and I am honored to be your new Spiritual 
Leader.  I thought this first installment of “From the Cantor’s Desk” would give me the 
opportunity to introduce myself and let you know a little about me. 
I have been involved in Jewish music for over 30 years.  My love for Jewish music and 
liturgy goes back to 1990 when I began singing with a Jewish choral group in Philadelphia, 
The Arbel Chorale.  There, I met Cantor Sheldon Levin who was vital in the development 
of my love of the music of the Jewish tradition and culture.  After graduating from Temple 

University School of Podiatric Medicine, I left Philadelphia and moved to New England to practice podiatry.   

Over the next ten years, I practiced podiatric medicine and surgery but always felt something was missing.  I 
always had a desire to teach and mentor others.  I kept in touch with some of my high school teachers and was 
in awe over the impact they had on the lives of their students long after they graduated.  With the advice of 
those teachers, I began taking courses that would enable me to become a teacher.  I am currently a teacher of 
Human Anatomy and Physiology at Cranston High School West and a part-time professor of the same subject at 
the Community College of Rhode Island.     

During that time, I began singing with the world famous Zamir Chorale of Boston under the direction of Joshua 
Jacobson.  It was here where I began to appreciate the wide variety of music that encompassed not only Jewish 
culture but also its liturgy.  I was a frequent soloist and eventually became the president of the chorale.  During 
my time with Zamir, I began watching and studying the different cantors that often performed with the chorale.  
I was mesmerized by their skill, passion, and commitment to preserving our traditions.  I also began studying 
choral conducting and even guest conducted not only Zamir but area synagogue choirs as well.  

When Gaye and I welcomed our son Anthony to the family, I left Zamir to spend more time with my wife and 
son.  But the bug of singing Jewish music never subsided.  I continued to study and eventually took over the 
direction of Shireinu, The Jewish Community Chorus of Temple Sinai in Cranston.  For the past 11 years, in 
addition to monthly worship services, I have conducted the chorus (and orchestra) in numerous concerts ranging 
from Martin Luther King celebrations, Kristallnacht remembrances, the music of Israel, the haunting melodies 
composed during the Holocaust, and multiple interfaith worship and concert performances.   

However, throughout this process my desire to sing liturgical music in a worship setting never subsided.  In 
2016, I enrolled in the cantorial ordination program of the Jewish Spiritual Leader’s Institute.  The thorough 
training received at JSLI prepared me to begin my new career by serving as a High Holiday Hazzan.  I have 
served as hazzan in pulpits in Sarasota, Florida and Westerly, Rhode Island.   

I come to United Brothers Synagogue with hopes and aspirations of having a long-term relationship.  It is my 
intention to meet every congregant over the upcoming months.  I want to know about you.  I would love for you 
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to share your story with me.  I am also very interested in knowing what you want/need from me as your 
Spiritual Leader.  What has worked for you in the past, what didn’t work, what programs would you like me to 
bring to our synagogue, and most importantly what can I do to help you on your spiritual journey? 

Please know that I am here for you.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me for any reason.  I am a good listener and 
have even been told that I give some good advice too.  My email address is drjoelgluck@gmail.com. 

A professional is always eager to learn new information and master new skills.  My long-term goals are 
currently being realized.  First, I now have a congregation to call home.  For the longest time I have wanted to 
lead my own congregation.  I can now check that box off my list.  Second, beginning in the Fall I will begin 
studying for my master’s degree in Jewish sacred music.  I will be studying at the Academy for Jewish Religion 
in California.  I look forward to expanding my knowledge and bringing some of that knowledge back to UBS. 

Lastly, even though we are presently worshipping through Zoom, we remain a spiritual community.  A building 
is just that, a network of bricks and mortar.  A synagogue is its people.  Its spirit doesn’t come from the walls 
but from its people.  We will eventually get through this crisis and return to our sanctuary.  I am excited to 
begin this new journey with you and your families.   

GIFTS OF CARING AND SHARING.        

“One who donates much charity becomes the richer for it.” 
UNITED BROTHERS GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING SUPPORT  
 
YAHRZEIT FUND 
Sharon Fermon in memory of her grandmother Ida Benjamin Kraft 
Steven Krohn in memory of his mother Shirley Rich Krohn 
Lewis Gold in memory of his mother Emily Benjamin Gold 
Herb Sackett in memory of his mother Evelyn Sergy Sackett 
Carol Louison in memory of her husband Leonard Louison 
Alan Hassenfeld in memory of his father Merrill Hassenfeld  
Steven Krohn in memory of his father Lewis Krohn 
Herb Sackett in memory of his sister Shirley Helen Sackett  
Lewis Gold in memory of his grandmother Dora Feldman Benjamin 
Carol Louison in memory of her grandson Joseph Carol Louison 
Marcia Rouslin in memory of her mother Esther Hazen Alter 
Herb Sackett in memory of his cousin Elaine H. Rodman 
Al Benjamin in memory of his father Samuel Benjamin 
Carol Louison in memory of her father Charles Silverman 
Richard Mittleman in memory of his uncle Leonard Cohen 
Herb Sackett in memory of his father Morris Sackett 
Ronnee Wasserman in memory of her grandmother, Cora Goldman 
Ronnee Wasserman in memory of her grandmother, Gertie Wax 
 
MEMORIAL FUND 
Michael Feldman in memory of Taylor Sakarett, Herb Sackett's grandson 
Rich Abrams in memoryof Taylor Sakarett 
Michael Feldman in memory of Alice Singer, Fern Rouleau's mother 
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GENERAL FUND 
Carol Golden Einhorn 
Bonnie and Doug Brout 
 
BUILDING FUND 
Richard Ackerman, Ellen and Rick Bensusan, Harold and Laurie Gold, Edith Morin, 
Jonathan and Carol Feinstein, Debra and Kevin Darkow, Cynthia Normandie, 
Steven Krohn 
 
CONDOLENCES TO 
Herb Sackett on the passing of his grandson Taylor Sakarett 
Fern Rouleau on the passing of her mother Alice Singer 
 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
Allison and William Dessell 
Sharon and Stephen Linder 
Karen Slaughter 
 
THANK YOU - To the sponsors of our most recent Shabbat Onegs 
January: Chocolate contributions and wine (various members) 
February: Andrea and Larry Levinson 
 

 


