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Presidents Message – Jonathan Feinstein 
 

Spring Awakening 

I am glad to announce that starting on June 4 we will now be meeting in person for our monthly Shabbat services. For June 
and July, we will be meeting outdoors at the Colt State Park chapel which is a beautiful setting overlooking Narragansett 
Bay. With continued progress with Covid in Rhode Island, we will be aiming towards an in-synagogue service in August 
as we move back to normalcy. We will advise the congregation as to the protocols to assure that safety is maintained.  

Spring has also provided us with a new landscape front of the temple sponsored by Herb Sackett and Ronnee Wasserman. 
The beautiful new plantings will welcome us as we start our synagogue gatherings. 

Wishing you all the best health and looking forward to our services together. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

From the Cantor’s Desk 

Cantor Dr. Joel Gluck 

 
If someone asked me to summarize the last 14 months using only one word, the word I 
would choose is “WAITING”.  I know, that seems odd.  Why not disease, suffering, death, 
or misery?  Why not quarantine, vaccine, or nasal swab?  To tell you the truth, I do not 
know why WAITING is better than any of those other words.  What I do know however, 
is I have spent most of the past 14 months (approximately 420 days) just sitting in my 
study and waiting.  What was I waiting for?  That is a good question.  Let me list some of 
them for you:   

1. Instructions from my school district 
2. Instructions from Governor Raimondo 
3. Announcements from Washington 
4. My students to finally enter their virtual classroom 
5. For test results 

6. For a vaccination 
7. For a vaccination appointment 
8. News about my wife’s condition 
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9. Things to open 
10. Deliveries from Amazon 
11. Telephone calls 
12. Emails 
13. Time to pass 
14. Inspiration in writing Shabbat services and sermons 
15. New ideas to make Zoom more exciting  
16. The 100 cars in front of me at the Starbucks drive through 
17. Waiting for the internet traffic to slow down so I can get online 
18. Waiting for what seemed forever for my favorite TV shows to come back with new episodes 
19. To be able to travel again 
20. Eat in a restaurant 
21. Eat in a restaurant with friends 

There are many more items I could put on this list, but I think you got the point.  Most of our lives are spent waiting.  In 
fact, often we associate waiting with “wasting time”.  The major thing I learned from this pandemic is that waiting for 
something is not necessarily a waste of time. 

Judaism places a great deal of emphasis on time.  Every week, we spend 25 hours in a period of time called Shabbat.  In 
his book, The Sabbath (its meaning for modern man), Abraham Joshua Heschel called Shabbat a “Palace in Time”.   He explains 
that our Torah is more concerned with time than with space.  To make sense of the teachings of the Torah, we must first 
accept that time has a “significance and sovereignty of its own”.  Our festival holidays (Sukkot, Pesach, and Shavuot) are 
linked in time with the seasons, we can’t light candles until 18 minutes before sunset.  Shabbat doesn’t end until we see 
three stars on Saturday night (the actual time changes every week). 

Our faith teaches us that Judaism is a religion of time.  Every hour of every day is different.  We do not see the same 
events happening in the same order each hour, never mind day to day.  Judaism is also a faith that considers time to be 
HOLY.  Genesis 2:3 says  

ֶר ִהים֙  ַוְיָב֤ ֹום  ֱא י ֶאת־י֣ ׁש ַהְּׁשִביִע֔ י  ֹא֑תֹו ַוְיַקֵּד֖ א  ִמָּכל־ְמַלאְכּ֔תֹו  ָׁשַבת֙   ֤בֹו ִּכ֣ ים     ֲאֶׁשר־ָּבָר֥ ִה֖  ֱא

) פ( ַלֲעֽׂשֹות׃   

“And God blessed the seventh day and declared it holy, because on it God ceased from all the work of creation that He 
had done.” 

God declared the time of an entire day of the week as being holy.  The rituals that we perform, the prayers we say, the 
music we sing the prayers to, and even the holidays themselves are dependent upon the holiness of time.    

I know what you are thinking.  Why is he rambling about time?  If you recall, I began listing the things that took up 
most of my time during the pandemic.  Now that we are beginning to see the light at the end of the tunnel, my thoughts 
on “waiting” have changed.  If time is truly a holy experience, then EVERYTHING we encounter during the day (the 
good and the bad) can be transformed into a holy experience.  Just look at what waiting has brought us….. 

1.  Masks are coming off 
2. We are vaccinated 
3. We are beginning to gather with our friends 
4. We will soon be having live Shabbat and Yom Tov services 

   We are getting back to “normal”, whatever that is.  Let us use our time on Earth to sanctify what is important.  Let us 
   pay more attention to the “holiness of time” so that we can be partners with God in making this world the best it can 
   be. 
   I look forward to seeing you at Colt State Park on June 4th. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Yes, it was months ago but we were still together virtually! 

 
Chanukah 2020! 

 

 
 

GIFTS OF CARING AND SHARING 

“One who donates much charity becomes the richer for it.” 
UNITED BROTHERS GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING SUPPORT  
 
YAHRZEIT FUND 
Anya Rader Wallack in memory of her husband Stan Wallack 
Rick Bensusan in memory of his mother Clare Bensusan 
Ellen Bensusan in memory of her mother Harriet Block 
Joan Abrams in memory of her father Arnold Dessel 
Rich Abrams in memory of his mother Pearl Abrams 
Ronnee Wasserman in memory of her grandmother Cora Goldman 
Alfred Benjamin in memory of his mother Rose Benjamin 
Steve Krohn in memory of his mother Shirley Rich Krohn 
Joan Glickman in memory of her brother Murray Stern 
Julie Weinberg in memory of her mother Sylvia Zolezio 
Richard Mittleman in memory of his aunt Goldie Cohen 
Barry Schrutt in memory of his mother Faye Schrutt 
Ronnee Wasserman in memory of her aunt Freda Thomas 
Carol Louison in memory of her husband Leonard Louison 
Carol Louison in memory of her mother Lillian Silverman 
Marcia Rouslin in memory of her father Albert Alter 
Herb Sackett in memory of his mother Evelyn Sergy Sackett 
Fern Rouleau in memory of her daughter Jami Hirsch 
Herb Sackett in memory of his sister Shirley Helen Sackett 
Steve Krohn in memory of his father Lewis Miles Krohn 
Herb Sackett in memory of his cousin Elaine H. Rodman 
Lewis Gold in memory of his grandmother Dora Benjamin  
Marcia Rouslin in memory of her mother Esther Hazen Alter 
Ellen Bensusan in memory of her father Seymour Block 
Alan Hassenfeld in memory of his father Merrill Hassenfeld 
Carol Louison in memory of her grandson Joseph C. Louison 
Alfred Benjamin in memory of his father Samuel Benjamin 
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Sharon Fermon in memory of her great uncle Willy Benjamin 
Leslie Gertson in memory of her father Howard Greene 
Carol Louison in memory of her father Charles Silverman 
Ronnee Wasserman in memory of her grandmother Gertie Wax 
 
GENERAL FUND 
Roz Moulton 
Cynthia Normandie 
Rich and Joan Abrams 
 
BUILDING FUND 
Paula Reynolds 
Harold Gold 
 
HIGH HOLIDAY FUND 
Karen Slaughter 
Roz Moulton 
Cathy and Ira Singer 
 
CONDOLENCES TO 
Leslie Gertson on the passing of her mother Sylvia Greene 
Ken Levy on the passing of his sister Maureen Levy Krasnow 
Rita Williams on the passing of her husband Jim Williams 
Eleanor Radin on the passing of her husband William Hillman 
 
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
Nancy DeCosta 
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO 
Ronnee Wasserman and Herb Sackett for their generous donation of the landscaping garden in memory of their 
grandson Taylor Sakarett 
 

 
Other News 

 
The temple annual meeting occurred on 5/2/21. Elections were held (on page 1) and a summary of the meeting is at follows: 

 Landscaping in front of the Temple has been completed by Sunflower Designs, a local company. All, 
including neighbors, are satisfied. 

 Treasurer’s report – the year was positive for income and expenses. Additional video cameras for building 
security were approved. We remain appreciative to our donor members for their assistance. 

 A big thank you to Jonathan for his excellent leadership over this challenging year. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

It is traditional for us to say mourner’s kaddish for our close loved ones on their yahrzeit, the anniversary of their 
death.  It is our practice at United Brothers to read the names of those whose yahrzeits are being observed in that 
month during the service just prior to the recitation of the kaddish.   

If you would like your loved one’s name to be read from the bimah, and to also receive a notice of the upcoming 
yahrzeit, please send us an email at ubsbristol@gmail.com. 
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If you have purchased a memorial plaque or currently receive notices, there is no need to notify us because we 
already have that information on file.    

We will need the following information: 

 Name of Deceased    
 Relationship (For example, “Father of Michael Feldman”) 
 Hebrew date of death, if you know it 
 If you do not know the Hebrew date, send us the English date and whether or not the death occurred 

after sundown. 
Traditionally, the yahrzeit is said on the Hebrew anniversary of the person’s death.   However, if you want to 
observe the yahrzeit on the English date, please let us know. 

MAH JONG IS BACK!!! 
 
Join us for a fun time of Mah Jong.  Don’t know how to play?  No problem.  We will teach you.  Loads of fun!  Lots 
of laughs!  Tuesday nights at 7:00 p.m.  Don’t be shy!  (Must wear a mask and be fully vaccinated) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Upcoming Services and Dates to Remember 

 
Friday June 4, 2021 7:30 PM Shabbat Services at the Colt State Park chapel* 
Friday July 9, 2021 7:30 PM Shabbat Services at the Colt State Park chapel* 
Friday August 6, 2021 7:30 PM Shabbat Services at UBS (keep your fingers crossed!)  

*There will not be video streaming for outdoor services. RSVP will be needed; maximum 50 people. Invite to be sent as we 
get closer to the date. 
 
Check our website for more information about how to access.  

 


